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In all scientific disciplines, professional communications are presumed to be based on objective interpretations of
evidence and unbiased interpretations of fact. An author’s economic and commercial interests in products or
services used or discussed in their papers may color such objectivity. Although such relationships do not
necessarily constitute a conflict of interest, the integrity of the field requires disclosure of the possibilities of such
potentially distorting influences where they may exist. The reader may then judge and, if necessary, make
allowance for the impact of the bias on the information beingreported.
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